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Developing General Korean Textbooks
in Taiwan -
An Analysis of Published Textbooks and
Learner Needs
Yun-Jeong Yang*

Soochow University

Abstract

As the number of Korean language learners in Taiwan has increased,
interest in Korean language textbooks has also grown. However, research
on textbook development that reflects the needs of local learners remains
limited. This study examines the correspondence between textbook supply
structures and learner needs by analyzing 327 Korean language textbooks
published in Taiwan and by conducting a survey and in-depth interviews
with 508 students enrolled in general education Korean courses at
universities. The results show that jointly or institutionally authored
textbooks account for a high proportion of the total (51.7%), and that
integrated skills textbooks are the most frequently published type (45.6%).
While learners place greater importance on speaking (40.1%) and
listening (35.9%), they perceive grammar (22.7%) and writing (22.5%) as
the most difficult areas, and show strong interest in Korean culture (40.8%)
and tourism (34.3%). However, from the perspective of textbook supply,
the proportion of culture and tourism-related textbooks and the
integration of digital media resources remain limited, revealing a
structural mismatch between learner needs and textbook design. Based on
these findings, this study proposes directions for future Korean language

textbook development.

* Assistant Professor, Language Teaching Center, Soochow University
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