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Many Ways of Reading Haruki Murakami
Chang, Ming-Min*
Abstract

In 1979, Japanese writer Haruki Murakami published his first book in Japan.
Eight years later, his Norwegian Woods became a record-breaking bestseller. Since
then, Haruki Murakami won his fame all over the world, his works have been
translated and published over thirty countries. However, by reading Haruki
Murakami’s translated copies, many foreign readers spoke out their doubts and
confusion: “Are we reading Haruki Murakami, or are we reading Jay Rubin (or any
other translators)?”

To keep this in mind, this paper is trying to use The Wind-up Bird Chronicle as
an example to analyze its different translators. And the traditional method of studying
translators and translated works in the field of comparative literature is used in this
paper. By doing this, | hope to examine how different translators choose their
strategies to translate Haruki Murakami and why. Furthermore, by comparing Chinese
and English translators and their translated works, this paper tries to provide an
alternative perspective for foreign readers to appreciate Haruki Murakami’s original
works.

Keywords: Haruki Murakami, Translation, Translator, Ming-Ju Lai, Shao-Hua
Lin

* Ph.D. student of Graduate Institute of Comparative Literature, Fu-Jen Catholic University; lecturer of
Department of Applied Foreign Language, Ching-Yun University
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26 2 £ www.cunshang.net/book/norwood.htm -
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3.2.3 £4+% (Jay Rubin)
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f}ﬁﬁfm ]"EFEF, > (Rubin, 2000: 99)
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ﬁ JFVEEAIE ol 1% > (2000: 101) lﬁﬂiﬁiww?‘ T ?—Jﬁl—fﬂﬁ]"e

PF”}[ [T fi F"JHJ GO o

[y By =R R Ry (RFERLS F41) (The Wind-Up Bird
Chronicle ) [ - lgﬁﬂ"é = ﬁ F MER RS = a'EF PEIFS | B R iy
Bl e BB SRS SRR WLV L 7 TR
PR SRS E T BB S o Ty o1 ST S T
% = (2000: 102) Gy £4E LD I e gy TRAT: S 7 BV -
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FERe FUA i P 1o i b o DAL T [ pRLP DT iRl e = A1
o Bl R R - (2000: 102)

FHCHRAVEAE LR T P GOV - I A
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R~ REY DRAERE IS bl RO I o @HEEIIUREY UL
$ Palh 7 RLL 2 o (Rubin, 2002: 287 )

3.24 (IR (Alfred Birnbaum)
PR RRLRT ﬁﬁ'\ F[F VP G 0 BV R PRL TR Y
] "Fnﬁh 1 E%ﬁ °(2002: 189) (PRI Ao Juli = 5 TogfRE Bt
'[V%JFPF [ 25 X pIS B8 BRI~ (University of Southern
California) » 1 i~ [pl 1A ISP S SHISEMES
EFCIF Y PR R R TR PR T R
T RIS TR ) (9 e PRS- IR AT R AL
BT~ M T R [Eﬁfz‘fﬁ‘ﬁ@?@l@ﬁ“ﬂﬂiz@% 19 VAR -
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3! Translating Murakami: an email roundtable, Dec. 20, 2000, 10:21pm.

%2 Translating Murakami: an email roundtable, Jan. 9, 2001
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f > 1996: 43)
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B A O | i <<J[9<‘TF§’[;;HJ ) (Monkey Brain Sushi: New Tastes in Japanese
Fiction, 1991) — §v34 (Pl > 1989: 46) B FRRT E AT (1 F FsCE o
(5 (PR 7 e ORI LD IBpIRL S 287 14 3 e B
)3 2 (1991: 4)
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PP EAIEAY - (Birnbaum, 2003: 4) [LIELWJI?J% ) ﬁf%?ﬁfm f‘EFﬁ#[’FQH\ 2T
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PUR - (PRI ﬁTﬁ?EJd\uH*FEiﬁﬁ ( {@%ﬁiﬁﬁ 1989-49)}5FVTI§Q=

(FIRUB PO BRI R T > ALY “j“i?ﬁ PR RI B EIRLYERY
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41 RLESRBLKEROLD
ZDOENPOERENRNP>TEILL E EIIEINIL > TANT T 4 —%2 P TTW
HEZAEST, ANRTT 4 =3O THNRLTHIT, FITFM 7 P FH2hbhE T
y—=0 EHENS SE] OFEZ A TR TWe, ANTT 4 =2 ThHIT
I FETREOERT 572,
BaEDOXNUPE I 272 & FEEFRFEENERE L TZOEEARTT 41— %
WTODTKIMNEE ST, AT T 4 —Tb IFRA LD THR>TWL, 27
VT AA T NREe Y RUORBERME ZOERNE— IR LHIT LS L LT

o, ®

(1) The Wind-up Bird and Tuesday’s Women

I’m in the kitchen cooking spaghetti when the woman calls. Another

“%@%W@WﬂWWW%ﬁ R R T e
%ﬁkﬁﬁWﬂAﬁ*%1WM%ﬂ%ﬂﬂlﬁ?@4%LWMb
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moment until the spaghetti is done; there | am, whistling the prelude to
Rossini’s La Gazza Ladra along with the FM radio. Perfect spaghetti-cooking
music.

I hear the telephone ring but tell myself, Ignore it. Let the spaghetti finish

cooking. It's almost done, and besides, Claudio Abbado and the London

Symphony Orchestra are coming to a crescendo.*®

42 RLEERIun=Is N B EENIIEH
(KIBADORLEEE AAOERLMOOILEIZOWNT)

BT CANT T 4 —Z P TTND & X, a2 n-o TE Tz, HIT FM BuXIC
bbb Ty —=0 BHENSEE] OFthZ2 A TRONTW, ARFT (—
P THIITET O o THOFDOFRIE 7=,

g DU BEZ 272 & BEL X I E BT, 2T T 4 — 3 THHR
HFHIE ST L, 2T 0T 4 A - TN RIS F EIC e v R U %2 % D35 550

s icHbbF LY L LT nr, ¥

(1) Tuesday’s Wind-up Bird/ Six Fingers and Four Breasts

When the phone rang | was in the kitchen, boiling a potful of spaghetti and
whistling along to an FM broadcast of the overture to Rossini’s The Thieving
Magpie, which has to be the perfect music for cooking pasta.

I wanted to ignore the phone, not only because the spaghetti was nearly

done but because Claudio Abbado was bringing the London Symphony to its

musical climax.®

2) Kz pUBIEE %gyyw B A TS
BT ISR R ST AT M Y 5

% Murakami, H. The Elephant Vanishes/ Stories by Haruki Murakami, translated by Alfred Birnbaum,
NY: Vintage Books, 1994, p.4.

VM EFEM MCEERZ o= 0 5 BENS S EMHR F 0T Frwitt, 1997, p.11,
PPN g R pupIBeis s U Bt p.(FrEe) 5 -

%8 Murakami, H. The Wind-up BirdF Chronicle, translated by Jay Rubin, London: 1998, p.5. '] » 9]
I FIFIHES(E C Rubin, p.(FI7) -
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43 4.1-42 %Wﬁﬁﬁq‘rﬁ
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BEdpd s B PR DR BRI o (PR SRR H R
w5 RV (2002:289) » [YT HEABEIR | TR B — 7 (peak) | i
T GRS EE M IREDY 1 crescendo (Hi 56055 RLEANRIEIES
"D IR D musical climax - T HIPIRE LR Y A
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39ﬁl—£F\ﬁT<<§“§|’§€FL SR RRRAET) (REIZRRED % LS > 1995 p7
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A BRIV T ST E | (SR VRIS TR g - (183)

FHF A E = 2pEIR (surrendering) TR o k0 Y AP EE
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44 b LEZMPEBAEEHD L Leb, ZRIETERINZHDOBRNEV D F
Eok, mhh, ?
ORI I = i > S B N S ) =il
e
(2) WRBERARENE, LA ERAE I DR LR, A, “
(3) If I had anything in my favour, it was that | had nothing to lose. Probably.*®

45 FNEOHEABRER-BIL, EHRIREL & i 280 272012, #
Rz HRERHTE LTEMRE T2 2L 2FRLAMS, BRETIIN
iRy,

(1) 3 NS L sty YR > B R 0 AR B AL = ST
[T PR EE R s S %Jﬁ\lﬁl?h%é%@ - 4

(2) 7 Rl o Bl v e D i S TR TRV AL AL, = Ghrfl [ B
A =], HAEREE T2, ©

(3) In order to avoid needless chaos and bloodshed, the high-ranking Chinese

bureaucrats of Manchukuo argued that Hsin-ching should be declared an

open city and surrendered without armed resistance, but the Kwantung

Army rejected this.*°

BEIZZOYFEDH DL MR DORBEOFITHEHLAENTHATLES

46 BOF
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42 ﬁ l—z\ﬁﬁ ;j_:f;z p49
3 ﬁﬁﬁ* v By f{ p.32
R pE S .40

** Rubin - p.356

46 ﬁ Fz\ﬁ— :j‘JT Ifk p115
4 ?ﬁF'FJEF » By p.78

48 7H< inl p44

* Rubin, p.399
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(1) POPORR R el et O WOV iR o
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(2) Ay PORA S A R TS Al 7, 47 ﬁ’ﬂ&ﬁ“l';pguq
P Faps R E e JURR . EORAE T RIS -

(3) His words were lost in the labyrinth, swallowed up by the world of the

stories. Something that came out of those stories snatched his tongue away.

And a few years later, the same thing killed my husband.>®

47 4.4-46 FYFHAFH
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