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Global Technology Meets Local Government and
Culture: a Study of Russian Ideology and Internet

Control

Chiu, Jui-Hui*

Abstracts

In recent years, Russian Internet has developed rapidly, especially since 2011,
the number of internet users has been ranked first in Europe. Internet popularity not
only to obtain a diverse information environment, and it also became an important
channel for people to express their demands and to connect. Within established
political ideology, Kremlin therefore increasingly attached importance to the
influence of the network, have found ways to incorporate the Internet media control
into existing frameworks, which developed a stringent measures and regulations;
including website blacklist formulation, requiring content providers to block specific
sites, monitoring chat rooms and on-line content, and promote self-censorship.

Although new information technology promoted democracy and freedom of
the Russian citizenship, it seems also to strengthen the country's sovereignty and
power subjectivity. Faced with the pressures of globalization of information, Russia
has adopted more aggressive methods, trying to eliminate the risks arising from the
information society. We can learn from the Russian example: the popularity of the
Internet does not mean the end of the authoritarian regime, rulers without forgoing
their economic interest in an emerging Internet industry, and has introduced

restrictions to avoid potential political challenges.

Key words: Russia, ideology, the regulation of internet

* Associate Professor, Department of Journalism, Ming Chuan University, Taipei, Taiwan
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