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The gnostic Themes in F. Sologub’s The Created

Legend

Schu, Meng-l*

Abstract

Fedor Sologub (®&nop Comnory6, 1863-1927) was a Russian symbolist writer, who
created both poetry and prose. According to recent researches, Schopenhauer's
philosophical pessimism and Gnosticism were two key points to comprehend
Sologub’s literary works. This article focused on discussing Sologub’s novel The
Created Legend from the perspective of Gnosticism. Firstly, the author expounded the
origin and development of Gnosticism, and elaborated the symbolic meanings of
gnostic context. Furthermore, author analyzed the gnostic theme presented in the
novel. The study concluded that The Created Legend implied the three themes of
Gnosticism: the creation of Demiurge; denying real world, affirming another world,

and struggling for salvation.
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