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The Impact of New Media on the Transmission of
Religion: the Case of Egypt

Wang, Ching-Jen™

Abstract

This paper aims to discuss the transmission of Islam, as portrayed in one of
Ibrhiam Essa’s recent novels Mawlana, in the media in Egypt. Published in 2012,
Mawlana depicts, among other things, the impact of the “mediatization” of Islam on
religion and politics in Egypt. Essa is a contemporary Egyptian novelist, journalist,
newspaper editor, and TV host, his publications and comments in the media have
often directly or indirectly criticized the Egyptian government and various religious
groups, and thus he has received much pressure and threat from them in return. His
novel Mawlana is a book centered on a media preacher’s life, it also questions and
criticizes the validity of the entangled symbiotic relations between religious preachers
and the Egyptian government. This research will first focus on the “mediatizaion” of
religion, as described in the novel, and trace back the history of media as a tool in the
transmission of Islam: from the 1970s, the Islamic scholars’ frequent use of audio
tapes as an effective channel for the spread of Islamic messages, to the 21 century,
which witnesses the rise of the so called “new preachers,” who employ satellite
televisions and the internet as the most powerful vehicles to preach, and become
superstars revered by millions of followers. This paper will then discuss and analyze
how Islamic preachers use the most state-of-the art technology to spread religious
messages, to manipulate social comments, and therefore achieve their political,
religious and economic goals. The new preachers’ ability to manipulate and mobilize
crowd has forced the government to actively respond to their influences. Otherwise
the already divided and confrontational situation in the Egyptian society will

definitely continue to deteriorate.
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She and the Other Women by Jana Elhassan; The Beaver by Mohammed Hasan Alwan; Our Master
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