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The Buddhist Jyodo Philosophy and the Death
Aesthetics in Heikemonogatari:
The Focus on Taira Shigehira and Taira
Koremori

Hsu Hsiang-Sheng*

Abstract

Heikemonogatari, the most famous work of Middle Age Japan, contains many
descriptions about jyodo, “the pure land” or the afterlife. What kind of spirit of times
do these descriptions reflect? What significance does this spirit embody? This paper
discusses the formation of the idea of jyodo from the perspectives of the background
of the time and the social structure of that time. Moreover, the paper explicates, with
the focus on the two major characters of the work, Taira Shigehira and Taira Koremori,
how Japanese aesthetize the Buddhist jyodo philosophy. It is hoped that this research
can present a further study of the philosophy of life and death of Middle Age Japanese,
and an advanced exploration of the death aesthetics in Japanese culture.

Key words: Heikemonogatari, Taira Shigehira, Taira Koremori, the Buddhist
jyodo philosophy, passing away, the death aesthetics

* Associate Professor of Japanese, National Chengchi University
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