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Research of Polite Degree of Hearer-Oriented

Language Use

Wu, Yueh-Hua*

Abstract

This research investigates the differences in the use of hearer-oriented language
use in conversations between the senior learners of the Taiwanese university students
(TS) and the Japanese university students (JS). Through this research, we have come
to the following conclusions.

TS use many expressions with higher degree of politeness, more than JS while
the other party is higher in power relation like a teacher or a senior. It is obvious that
TS are indicated to have a stronger rule awareness in Japanese honorific language
expression than JS does.

Compare to TS, when the other party is an elderly person, JS use more
expressions with higher degree of politeness. On the other hand, there were no
obvious differences when the other party is a close high school student, but when the
other party is an unfamiliar high school student, JS use more polite style than TS.

When the other party is someone in the family, the form of “verb+ te”,
“ryogaeshite (yo)” is mostly used by JS. In contrast, it is a characteristic for TS that
the usage of “ryougaeshite (yo)’only occurs when the other party is “younger
brothers or sisters” and “lover”. In addition, it is revealed that in TS, the usage of the
expression of polite degree was slightly higher than JS when the other party is older

in the family.

Key words: hearer-oriented language use, politeness, familiar/unfamiliar relationship,

hierarchical relationship, comparison between Taiwan and Japan

*Associate Professor, Department of Applied Japanese, NKUHT
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