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The Discourse of Love in Three Tales from One
Thousand and One Nights

Mohammad Abdulrahman Younes™

Abstract

This study aims to demonstrate the most important aspects of “the discourse
of love” in three stories from One Thousand and One Nights, which are: “Khalifa
Haroun Alrasheed and His Wife Zubaidah”, “The Water Bearer and Wife of the
Jeweler”, and “The King Who Traveled Incognito to a Town”. As the stories
progress, love manifests itself in various aspects and in diverse directions, which
make evident the psychological facets, the characters’ moral stands, and their
desires for lust, sex, and companionship of beautiful women. This study also
attempts to discuss the rhetoric of love in the role of storytellers who construct a
language to describe the specific fashion to embody the emotional and sexual
relationship between men and women in One Thousand and One Nights. This
research also addresses the satirical nature of the stories, which, in the evening
storytelling sessions, often make fun of the low behaviors of the ruling members,
due to their violation of the citizens’ rights. Furthermore, this paper also focuses on
the beauty of ethic values of some female characters in the stories of One
Thousand and One Nights, who are great ladies with ethical manners and
honorable values. They refuse adultery and any kind of unethical behavior, which

they believe to be truly immoral and against the teachings and the law of Islam.

Key words: love, tale, One Thousand and One Nights, Arabian Nights

* Associate Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Culture, National Chengchi University
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