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Gender Discourse in

Guy de Maupassant's Short Fiction

Jeng, An-Chyun *

Abstract

Maupassant’s short fiction is more often than not characterized by the conflict
between the law of nature and the law of marriage that precludes divorce in the upper
class of 19" century French society. This paradox between the civil law and the natural
law is rendered invisible in Maupassant’s plain writing style in the shadow of Gustave
Flaubert’s theory of ‘impersonality’. From the standpoint of gender, Maupassant is
greatly influenced by Arthur Schopenhauer opposing the concept that nature through
love renders human beings subject to the fatalism. This paper utilizes the methodology
and spirit of structuralism and narratological textual analysis to view the narrative skill
of Maupassant’s short fictions; it further employs structural variation to display the
simulation of the writing art. The more than three hundred short fictions nearly embrace
all of the narrative structures of fictional art conceivable at that time. In addition, I also
look at the human condition — Maupassant’s ‘golden means of the nature of all things’

— in terms of love, marriage, the extra-marital relationship, and existential ennui.

Key words: 19™ century, marriage, Maupassant, Flaubert, short story, narratology.

* Associate Professor, Department of French, Tamkang University
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DUSREIE T X 2 BRASCAA R - — R AR 5 AR &R —E LA = AT
HEFTRCRAVAT S FH DA AR 2 38R - B EE JEAY S A Z FTaE i VARE S $E (conte
du prétoire) o G4 ( EEAKIIZT) (Le Cas de Mme Luneau ; 1883 4£ 8 H ) »
I (4B ~7ARE) (Tribunaux rustiques 5 1884 £ 11 A ) » 55 “JHAIB S W LR -
TATEAR LI T/ NSRS e SRR T EERIIA - B/ AU E HH K - i
SCARRSE AT TEHE R ) (didascalie) ATHUC - EMTE (JRiE) (AuBord
du Lit ; 1883 4£ 10 A ) » M1 (#{€) (La Revanche ; 1884 £F 11 H ) - =i E
Y ERE R E IR ERARERE T A ) (le Boulevard)ff 4T 2452 s5 B e Fr 2255 HYJH
R - B B SRR Z MO B G EE] - M EOARGETS T
GCH RGN (BTN R LSRR ) - R A R R HEIERAVERE. -
HERNERTARE: —BAe—HE S—HIEe—k—EWEHE - A&
— R EMNERESRDFASERT AT TS — Rl (RIE— ARBRUL) - F5Hl2E
EiE PRI T RN 0 - (AR E ) (La Confession d’une Femme ;
1882 £ 6 H ) Ml (%) (LaFenétre ; 188347 H ) « FrR[EHYZEFAR EHIUL
BN TR — 2 E— AR - Bl s s R — Rl - (AW
HE) B rem NS E5E— MR LaaT S5 TR 5 (1,468) » Hltsi Ryl ie R
By Sk o (&) @ —frBtm—fr " 22t (1, 900) ikt 2% B mi i bz
S5 - RSP R © AR - SHg IS SCR T HERE—
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RAHERET - P (FMAY(E) (Nos Lettres : 1888 £ 2 H ) © G AGEUI
FHHRE IR FBEE > BEINERII A —(L E TS MR B s H IS METEE -
£t HiC(journal intime) B2 1 5L (récit de voyage) » BT FH RIS I
BRI - FrA R e A4S - ARERDIPEIRY " HEE | - S EERESTC
ARA TEGRRIENSRAVRRARL ) (11, 1493)[8H8 - & EM5e 22 A sl R -
BEE 2GR EMPIPREMATRAZSN > a1 CfRHT) (Aux Eaux ;1883 4F
7 H) e~ A ATaE DU SR 5 PR AL — (55 LU A R R
o B0 (RN ) (Nos Anglais : 1885 =2 F ) + s altBUilErA KA K HE
AR E—ABRITEEED » LS T RRATS A ER AR -

R~ EHRAE T AT B HIRT R A

BIZIB AR/ NSRRI & 1% - # AR AR
/INGREE o PR B IR E R B L S ASAARE T S AE R W R - o
IREREE RS H MR AR BTGB NnEaBAILYS - LT
g - TR TRHE RS LEIASRA S BESOR » BECEH Caash >
AR BRI - 2 T A SIS NSRS EMAY R RE T
A TIICBR | (silence) - —fIRIMTE - AERME G FIENTE L - INREREA LEA
FEIRNEEER - e A HAMSRAY Joln S8R 2 ase YR R A - mirgIEEE
i A (telling) ] 53550 (showing) » R EIZE LLRIE G230 WGsE & H O Ak
RO 45 © R/ DN R LT SRR FEE > SAER LA A& A% (Bergson) ' 4
TET (ATt > Mo RIS -, (Valéry 1768) o FE/NREEALR AL
FBNE - TS R G DASR T RREL I/ N R Z B AR - B TR ARAIEIEFE /N
fTSEEA5 BT Ry NG » TEAEFEAE 1852 4F 12 H 9 HEY—EMEMENR/ N R M TR
A& (impersonnalité) R : T EZAEMAYIEELEE - SUEE LAe e T HER 1T
£ BIEe #i NB R - | (Flaubert, Correspondance, 204) e NREEAAFRIZIEL -

£ 1876 22 H 6 HEIE G —EHET - teFEEHEEE T 2R EER (fE
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/NEREE ) FREFEEEPTRIE LRI AYIIE AL - A A — A AR
WA E(ERER - REEEE D E PR EEHE S EEE R E
EUEAEAEEE M FH T 558 o | (Flaubert, Correspondance Flaubert-Sand, 521) ©
EER AR 122 R A At/ NR B FA—(EEC AR S - WEHTRE (B
RAOVKEEE) ERLaE /N EHER BTG E T RIS T S E
(Proust 882) - {r4f - HF}(Paul Riceeur) gt " BULFLEL EMESR > FHlEEE
T B R R 55 2 (I 2 18 B 5 (chronologie) ; T BRAENIREE T » i SB AUl A 5 it
FEREM B FeaefE | (Riceur 267, 316) - B BfEiEFF B THIFIAS - HAMISEA
RREJFA - fthAE R/t ( Rz A§EZE ) (Pierre et Jean) ~ #4.5 (/\gfi) (Le Roman)
RIS F5E - T A LB E R R » B EAE A & i B RS GE
R—fg - LA HAY NRIES S G EFELE - B48) - SiGESE LN L
—f © , (Maupassant, Pierre, 215) « [Rllt > sEEESDASZIEmAVEEE » LA
FEE(Herméneutique) At 5REEAY [ ARG N B SOAET THgES - 20T - S0 -
Hfr(Hans Robert Jauss)fEFEH( - iFHY" 5282 | (Interprétation) fEBLEL A FAYSUA T B
fi# | (Compréhension) L 6 i A ] 72 (intentionalité)(Jauss 360) -
SOOSEHEFATEETE - WA ARYE - AR EMEFERE L - SREREE
HUBER - SHSE HEE N EELRR o R/ NGRS RS > BT
H TEAME ) BYERE - 5940 ERNEEFNE - AR i EEIEE L E LR
AR gianE (—(EEEAVZER]) (UnDrame vrai 5 1882 4 8 H ) HYFCILE LRI
EENE T RIS N R EEAZE R EE R o H 0 SRAYSCE
SRS CEAY A E T (vraisemblance) - FAF R E 2 T —(EZ3(F -9 {E (moyenne des
événements ordinaires) o | (I,495) - fEHARHY ( KIBFIEEZ ) IS E > MMINER
"B AR INGR R B A dn HY SR D VAR ERARAS - S RAV/ N Z RIS O B BRAE
— P EGIRRE FHYISFH © 5 (Maupassant, Pierre, 211) » ZE Az ar S A RESFAEATA 1]
RERAERVEE > SRR (558% ) (L'Infirme 5 1888 4 10 H ) HRRFEMHE T
—{EFIF BEEERIEKE BT —(rEHEE - S E DR F 3L -
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PR O FTE > (BHFYE AR IR 1 5REE - Bl s R T i E/ M2 A

PO O TR T —IERZ AR AV OIS MEESG TEEFBA - 1]
RBEARMIA B AR T IEEZES - 1 HZOE T TR T EEER
N—ERFEHEA e - FEEE - FEEENENGER > &y TR

EAFE L (11, 1049) - SRR EERGR T BRI RN SCERRE 56 -

(&

—~ BF - RERWEEET

FEEIASEFTRATR > JRIE ERFEFEIERE - SLaFEMR 1884 £5
i TEEASIE Z BEVEE - EAE TR SRR RSB T T o [L] BRAE
FHh A B E G = VR EF A BT NR R T RE SRR - o (11, 1542-
1543) - & H - BRSNS T ET 2 AR E B ECC MR — SRR - M2
BRI A S IRT B AGEEREE A - BB (Henry James)JEH R - &
S REGH SRR RE IR HRE 2 St A 5l - FURSECAIEI > S35 R
tery T E R R ) (1, 621) (Bl E Y S S M A SRR - 2t
TEFRT e ey S TR S 5 AR 5 (Schopenhauer)(Vial 147sq.) - 1157 E1E
1879 4£ 5 F 13 HHYEEAIIPARATEEE - T AR 58 - s0ERS
VIR > (hEUEIE o FILAEEAZ | (Flaubert, Carnets, 440) - SURSENGR ({5t
E53#2) (Aupres d’un Mort : 1883 4 1 [ ) AYRMERR « " RUAREEAEAME R T
TCREAIR S AVRRED - JFREM BT AZS > MR ~ 75 ~ BHEK - 4048
T8 B (ES  ROLENS  FTEZCESFE - BB R - His 17 BhEma(E X
HYZHZE - 4 (1,728) » ZHSRAE 1881 4F | ARy —EHEHUToR T HIEE SFERAUA
I o fHVEFEEE—RE RIS IRV E R - KB ARy 7Y - RS R
FELETERIPERSN - [L..] FE R AR 1S AN AR ERE IR ~ JEFHR - IS
FEMVPEERUETEIAR o o (Benhamou 29) « BURFEREG SR - T FTAMVENS - AEE
YNRZBIFMR > EAVRGEIEEE - | (Schopenhauer 1287) - BHFSERE (FX)

(AuPrintemps ; 1881 £ 5 F ) HYRAILHE E R FZRER T AT /IVLESS | 4(1,286)
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FH] - BRSNS o T SRR R AE(James 79) o FEEH SR EE

BE R YRR E i RSN B AR EH L AR HE EHEX - 5B
FEASIAR L I B2 Rl T Y 2T ER(LL, 780) » £ (fREEAYZL/Z) (La Femme de Paul ; 1881
F5 A J o REFTERVCANTERUOUEN: - nRMEZHR T ARSHYER 0 I
" BlEE A G EIREDTT ) (4, 299) - BUATERRRRE T B G ARVES
HIE e AEERLE R NIET D) - BAVHER — (B2 BAV4 B R EE A
ARG E—LH CATER ANEE® » SRR A ERAVEREL [...]- NIt&
ERREmE  FEB AL B RGEHRLE - WEERAMILEEEN S WIZ R
KSR S b S EEAI AL BoRRYSEAE [...] - At SIS A AEE
58 RA% & BRI RS » IE 2N R K H PRSI Rl s HIZISEOH R T
(Schopenhauer 1295-1296) <

PG g A RIS B3 % - 75 (J28%) (Epaves : 1881 £F 12 [ )

to WA —HRFEERITE MM =8 R B 25 AR $8 AR FE
PRSI (1,327) o AE (HENRURTE ARG ) (Pétition dun Viveur malgré Lui ;

1882 F£ 1 F) # » FEEAVRCHE [ FI G R F B LA EIEE | W
IR BETTEANR > BB [FEE ARG - 38 -
TEEMER - ERY) > MCAZRA - 4 (1,343) - s A EBEE R L

EEBHE RS E - EE T —ER PR ¢ IRBER R o e

T AFEREIRCE C MIEZ T o 0 T SERER SRR 7 L (1,345) -

(FIF9) (Le Verrou ; 1882 4£ 7 ) WyRali &5 T FEAR L NEEE L - #i2
RTSeBLG > AR - 5 (1,491)

(B ?)(Lui ? ;1883 £ 7 H ORYRACETEMEMA ' 5745 J('accouplement
légal) » M F ¢ " Bl By A ACEEE - I HIZRE SRR (S8 T
GRIE - 5 (1,869) - FRFE Ry T RIHAWIRET | (1, 665) - AMESEEPIRREK(K -
mHEBEGS 7 —EARKEREBENEFE - (—(E%) (Une Famille ; 1886 48 )
RIRRNECER « Rl 2 Pl — (LR - AR A B R B T-31EF
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o T E e E T HMERE AR BBV BERIR W - (10, 764) - TR HEENR
HIRYE » AT AR B R BCE SR A A IR B i M B R
Mss e » BEEITEMER KGR EAER  S0EEa s 5 TS EN I
FEANE (=) FKE (Vautrin) 4515 TR (Rastignac) AR < ( —+ 7 H
F-) (Mes Vingt-cinq Jours ; 1885 5 8 H ) HYRUMERR - N ELERS EAIRALE]—
T BFREE— LR T — R NGRE NN 2RI EAE - By ERiE
BEEA 2B BURIIER | (11, 535) < MM > BT LB A HIER - FER/NGR
(7554 ) (Monsieur Parent 5 1885 A2 12 H ) 1t & i EE(Henriette) i fE it Ry o
TRMSEA - T ERIB MR R 22 T H - B T - 4 (11, 598) - iSfEiSHmE - " R
NAETEAE—HEE AT - NETIESE ~ fEAEZH 5 - | (11, 344) -

= AN IEIHITE FOTAER SR

ORI RERE R R = ER = (E A (11, 1001) - Z1& - 2L NSRS
BE > SSARIRMERIA T Z2FALE | (1, 1418) - [Ny T 55 ABHEMTEMGRRG - FF
BEZCA (11, 1244) o m]ZRIG 1816 £5] 1884 FARIERIARIME - KFE—
HEE 7B RERELS - ABER S REHI 7 E - NI ERFTEA S > I AEEW
HEAE—#E - (EEFFE NHYSSE - BUAFIER IR 78R T S ARV ERZ > 18
TEFFEAE 1853 4 8 HHY—EHMEHEE « T AT lAvEEN (KA - HiFHEZ—E
[EIRHEABEY —A{E #2225 ~ S - (Flaubert, Correspondance, 392) = —({&
SKAGEH T Ut 2 B Y L PE AR T R 25 4R T HME | (adultere) - CORENREHR)
AR EAE B TP AR B g s e T SRS fErt g S E A%
Pt A ACIRERES - (11, 1258) -

R S AR ISR IR TT By RIS [T - BG - B2 L5 (Georges Bataille)
gt i £E( P (L Erotisme)—35 1 [ Fe iR 2555 (interdit) 1" # U (transgression)
WA TR VIR (7 - IS HRIEGLE 2R B AP R A Lo EE AR AVIUSRIRL - B4
TS I EEFE S B ERE T s REFRERIECS [ Rl EARAY T2 S



144 <<@}@]gg<‘»gn;£>> ]

PREIE ) (Bataille 55) » ££ (@5 ) o —(E&570 TR WL ARESES
Rzt pl R T2 55 N iesr O R« T AR PRIt 5 EHHBR T — R i, « 4]
WA REEARIE - MASIERT - I NI o AR ARRANR 7T i
St e (1L 569) - EUASRZ AR EEESINE - B AN RE CHRIER
—ETE > PIANEH 1885 42 8 HEI 1886 £ 4 H ~ EGemi (i ey = 25k
@ IEMA L R E AR EEBCE M MAY SR - £ (HLLEE) (La Confidence)H »
o —{i7 45 K B 5 57 55— A M 40 (] By B e 10 > 3SR E T &RiE (L
525) « B PAACK ~ SeA M AT = A E PR R R PE AR E B - T Hask
BHYSLREZATSE 5 (1L, 970) + T ANEAMUE TR G # 27% - fAFBARF iT5E - ARk
SRACETE | (1L, 385) < IEFEIFIL 1 (FSIRAYME—BEFERUEERET - widlfE] (FaE
B5) (Allouma ; 1889 =2 H ) BultEFiv4dsm « " ¥ LA » WHAANEFERR - 202
BRMAR - 4 (L 1117) - 555 (F9) SREEEE— " icaE sk ) (I1,902)
GOLE

IEAR B+ T LSS B R L e PR 4R ] — R R (BB (5 - T RREFIE S
TR - RWIERE - AFEKE - 4 (11, 1060) - BEREOEAEITR &
A TEFZAMAEER - B0 (EFE) (Le Gateau ; 1882 £ 1 A ) @ ZFEILAERNYK
RKEEFERE SRS » Sy L DRESRR IR S [RHE B 1 - 38 A IE e (KR i 551
—= - M{HRSEIDHE - ZIERAHDRERME - RFIEZ ~ VISR - 512
REMEEVIER » ERARETIZA T REBELEANGEGEMTENTR - FrE
By o 4 (1,348) - ir A > BUIERIIBEED T - A—K » KREBFILER
ANBCVIER A —RKT —LFF A - 2R NFMUIER ks TS
ERAREEAM > &2/ AHEEM - EEFEF N E T - WRER A
S A o B ARE AR M DR R - e ZE e EAGMaR A A TR
Ry MIEAER % -

IEIMETERE T — R P1T224Y - GRreEted”)) (Etrennes ; 1887 4£ 1 ) > —
r AR TRTRHE A e - T ARSI &S R A W R R - HEEEE
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A EFF IS S TR AR ERYAEE © B AFE R AR ESHEIYA - ey
GO TES RBAmsas Y - bt UV E R - | (I1,873) » fEiE(EFEE: » S
FAME NP T AR - 2R AR ARG - FAITE T #
—(EHLLD ~ RHFS ~ AR AR AR ATEE | (10, 904) < {HitE EATA
HEYFIHEARER & A < ARAEHIISHE - £(4J& )( Le Rendez-vous; 1889 42 H )
t EERRAVIRECE AN - BEE - 18 - WBIRR AR - HEHME R T RNE R
FREGHE—RAVMNELE - FERIBE: " B2 - i - NTR—ENEB T2
B (0, 1120) -

EEHER - 4515 - IMBFIRRIGATAHAY BRI E anis = » FEFRRET
HEFZ AV - B NETEEER » B EERN RS - AH B/ - BT - 18
PR ZER S INZATRE A - AiE 2R R/ NMZ G THBE AT RIE » 1232 AILE
ROARFESH 2 (E R A% - 20 R 00 A H 48 Hm 2B Y 15 el gH DA R ERVE 28 (Nirvana) ©
ErEtET (BREE) M EAIEELIE i 28 i N (Rosanette) £ AT A2 A7)\
1% TGP, — (B AT S ~ R AT — i ~ SR )CORFRARYBRPE (Flaubert, L'Education,
464) - FEasE AR - 2 R E BB A =z S A
B R BLHERFASRRL - BA NIRRT - RIS S (8 S = RS A&
IR B ARTF - 15 1890 iyt (OFa4Edan) (La Vie errante)ffll » SLHSEAEFEFY
HESEE B - N OEEE T AR NE T - ABLIELIPEE
T sa P 1] R AR B - [L..] AlE Rt d@) ARy 2 ABE
MBS HEHSHY 2] HANRY SN B N 7R M MR Y EE DA T
"o [...] RUREGSRRNERE T EEYIE - R R - 1 (Maupassant,
Au Soleil, 403-404) -

T RENERA  FF BB INZA R Rl B4R « (IR -
FER(Jean Salem)iy4fiat * " EREEmAR » FAETHY EEAEILHIR T 82 K- |
(Salem 18) - i B AMMEFEE SR FEA2AVH SR - M8y B 2 EE A TH
R - BIANES RS 1887 AR/ (BEEF L) (Mont-Oriol) FVAIE T &
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(Bretigny) - N RBEAMBEMEE T EHEEES A AY) > £ (ER)
(L’Abandonné ; 1884 ££ 8 H ) it » i - []#% F(d’ Apreva) AIIELER BE (LAY 54w
I A(Mme de Cadour) * " A AKZ - A SR » KHIEL > REEREHETTIRR
B G o (I1,226) - ml2RERAY IR ST IAES - AT REMEEERG - HO2 /N kit
T RERS - —(EESRSURER ZTEthHY  EE RN (7RS4 HIHET -
BB SUE AR & BB o A — T A& M2 AR - RIRGSER NZ
&R T — P AZREE - BT AR R EIF S FBE > Hp— AKX
ZRANEE B IE(EE H Z BRI - A8 HR AR AT E— MR A -
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(52K # > BTEE ERVRES 7 U N E MR « T BLEESE T - DUBFE
Ll 2 2R BTG E iy MNZE T BRI BN B — L ESERITF R
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B o /NS B AT AR T BYPOE | - (ERAV B R
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IR EMEREE A EE RS S BN R ARG TR LRSS
filiase " B R AR R R MR EC 8% FMTH R EIARLE H A AZEffo S (écriture artiste)
R ATRIE R R Z BT ~ 1256 ~ i HE DI AR e - (B2 > FFIA

EMRAIE MR —(E R AT R AV L E A R T AR R - [L..] 5990 7R
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I’indépendance)(1, 622) - 1890 4 4 H » fEH i@ (#EAHRYSE) (L’ Inutile Beauté)H »
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(Roger de Salins){J55 = » BAFMHRAE T KENE AP HZE R 1t Ffm0
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