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Levels of Pragmatic Lexicon: Search in Semantic

Development Discourse in the Travels of 1bn Battutah

Ghazi Khader Al-Zanahreh

Abstract

This paper studies the semantic development in the Travels of lbn Battutah, in an
attempt to make for the shortcomings in the study of the Arabic language history,
especially in connection with the development of semantics in the light of Modern
Linguistics findings and laws that control the relationship between language and society.

It enumerates the aspect and reasons of semantic development, and shows the
factors that guide the new meanings of words that emerge out of it. This paper also
shows the stages of the semantic development of some words through their usage in 1bn
Battutah’s Travels versus the traditional Arabic lexicon, and lashes at the semantic
development that took place beyond Ibn Battutah’s time.

This paper also tries to relate the semantic development as manifested in lbn
Battutah’s Travels to the political, religious and social conditions that entailed them,
and tries to show how the linguistic dominance of Persian in India at that time

influenced the semantic change of some words.

Key words: semantic development, Ibn Battutah, the lexicon, travels, sociolinguistics
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